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the locking up of arms of the whole Jatha, if it is not passive
violence? It is clear that such a solid wall cannot be broken by
one man, whereas the creed of non-violence presupposes that a
move of violence by the opponent is enough for him to push back
a crowd of 20,000 non-violent men.
If, therefore3 the Committee accept all the implications of non-
violence, I am firmly of opinion, instructions already given as to the
action to be taken by the Jatha when it conies in conflict with
authority should be revised in terms of what I have sketched
above. In that event, only one or the other thing can happen, either
the 500 will be deported or imprisoned. But, in both the cases,
the act will have been performed with complete meekness on our
side, I know the difficulties of following the procedure. The
authorities may endlessly continue the seesaw business in order to
tire us out. But this difficulty vanishes if we, as a body, claim to
be incapable of being tired out. Non-violence, depending as it
does on an unquenchable faith in God and in the persistence only
of that which is good, does not know what it is to be defeated or
to be tired out. If the plan suggested by me is adopted, any number
of men may march in and at any time of the day. It will be found
in practice that no authority can possibly afford to play the game
of seesaw with a people so determined. So much regarding the
Jatha now on the march. When the present manoeuvre is finished,
I would suggest a review of the whole situation. So far as I know,
the aim of the Akhand Path movement is to assert the right of the
community to have Akhand Path in the place [of] that which was
interrupted on the__l and to vindicate the right to have the Akhand
Path as often as the community considers it necessary. The autho-
rities state that they do not wish to prevent the Akhand Path
ceremony, but they will not allow under its cover the massing of
a large number of Sikhs from outside who may carry on open or
secret propaganda regarding the Nabha Maharaja and thus create
and keep up the ferment in the State. In order to meet this ob-
jection, I would advise the Committee to make a declaration in the
clearest possible terms that the object of the Jatha is purely to
assert the aforementioned right, that it has no desire to carry on,
under cover of the Akhand Path ceremony, any political propaganda
in the Nabha State, whilst the Committee in no way binds itself to
refrain from pressing forward the claims of the Nabha Maharaja
and agitating for the Nabha question. But that agitation will stand
* The date is not given, in the source. It is, however, likely that this is
February 21, 1924; vide "Open Letter to Akalis", 25-2-1924.